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borne; and of many why should not Ascham happen to be
one ? He seems to have been calm and prudent, and con-
tent with that peace which he was suffered to enjoy: a
mode of behaviour that seldom fails to produce security.
He had been abroad in the last years of king Edward, and
had, at least, given no recent offence. He was certainly,
according to his own opinion, not much in danger; for in
the next year he resigned his fellowship, which, by Gar-
diner's favour, he had continued to hold, though not re-
sident; and married Margaret Howe, a young gentle-
woman of a good family.

He was distinguished in this reign by the notice of car-
dinal Pole, a man of great candour, learning, and gentle-
ness of manners, and particularly eminent for his skill in
Latin, who thought highly of Ascham's style; of which it
is no inconsiderable proof, that when Pole was desirous of
communicating a speech .made by himself as legate, in par-
liament, to the pope, he employed Ascham to translate it.

He is said to have been not only protected by the of-
ficers of state, but favoured and countenanced by the
queen herself, so that he had no reason of complaint in
that reign of turbulence and persecution : nor was his for-
tune much mended, when, in 1558, his pupil, Elizabeth,
mounted the throne. He was continued in his former em-
ployment, with the same stipend; but though he was daily
admitted to the presence of the queen, assisted her private
studies, and partook of her diversions; sometimes read to
her in the learned languages, and sometimes played with
her at draughts and chess; he added nothing to his twenty
pounds a year but the prebend of Westwang, in the church
of York, which was given him the year following. His
fortune was, therefore, not proportionate to the rank which
his offices and reputation gave him, or to the favour in
which he seemed to stand with his mistress. Of this par-
simonious allotment it is again a hopeless search to in-
quire the reason. The queen was not naturally bountiful,
and, perhaps, did uot think it necessary to distinguish, by
any prodigality of kindness, a man who had formerly de-